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Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, Colour Party, St George’s Day Parade, Morpeth, 1994

Protect the future of your museum
Minimum wage increases, rising costs and Covid-19 have all
impacted significantly on our resources. The Fusiliers
Museum of Northumberland is an independent charity which
costs around £80,000 per annum to run.
We are so grateful to our Friends, many of whom have subscribed
for years. These regular donations help us to keep the museum
open, preserve our history, care for our collection, and remember
those who served.
We are investigating ways of increasing the income generated by
our regular activities. However, increasing our primary supporters
is key to the museum’s sustainability. If you are not already a
Friend of the Museum, please consider helping us.

Support us - visit the
support page of our
website to see how you
can help
Contact us – email or
telephone us to request a
standing order form
Consider us – leave a
legacy in your Will
The museum is registered for
Gift Aid and can collect a
further 25% on donations at no
additional cost to you, the
donor.

From the archives
“Our Battalion had a grand
outing yesterday it being ‘St
George’s Day’ we had sports
during the day and a splendid
concert at night so I put in
one of the best days I have
had in this country. Of
course, you know I was never
much of a sprinter but I
managed to get a place with
my pal in the 3-legged race.
We all got a red & white rose
each and I will send it home
later.”
Above: Programme from the St George’s Ball, held on 22nd April, 1932, at the Old
Assembly Rooms, Newcastle upon Tyne

Private Matthew Alexander
France, 24th April, 1917

St George’s Day April 1915, 15th Battalion sports, Darlington

Have you viewed our films yet?

If not, follow this link:
https://www.northumberlandfusiliers.org.uk/
films/

Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee
Thursday 2nd June marks the beginning of an extended Bank Holiday weekend in celebration of
the 70th anniversary of the reign of Queen Elizabeth II.
Queen Elizabeth II is the first British monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee. A
commemorative medal is to be issued to the Armed Forces as well as to frontline emergency
services, prison service staff and members of the Royal Household.

Group of 7 medals including a Silver Jubilee Medal awarded to Second Lieutenant George Harbottle (L to R): Military Cross;
1914-15 Star; British War Medal 1914-18; Victory Medal 1914-19; Defence Medal 1939-45; Queen Elizabeth II’s Silver
Jubilee Medal1977; French Croix de Guerre 1914-1920

For Queen & Country
Former Northumberland Fusilier, George
Harbottle, received a Silver Jubilee Medal in
1977 – he would have been over 80 years old
at that time.
George grew up in Newcastle upon Tyne where
his family had a long association with the River
Tyne and coal. At the age of 17 he joined Cairns
Noble & Co, shipbrokers, as an apprentice. In
1914 he joined the 6th Battalion, Northumberland
Fusiliers, and fought on the Western Front.
In 1917 he was commissioned into the Machine
Gun Corps. He was awarded the Military Cross
and the Croix de Guerre in respect of his actions
at St Julian.

After the war he returned to Newcastle, married,
and had five children. In the Second World War he
served with the Home Guard. A prolific writer, he
published his first novel “The Luck of the Draw”
when he was 90 years old. George died in 1998
aged 104.
Our records do not allude to what qualified George
for the medal, although, these words written by a
friend may provide a clue:
“… he was a businessman, sportsman, historian,
author and even a poet; one scarcely knows which
occupation to place first, such is the versatility of
our friend who has lived life to the full and certainly
gives the appearance of having enjoyed every
minute of it.”

Extract from the Regimental St George’s Gazette, April 1932 issue
“And so we depart, our hearts filled with a very genuine feeling of real gratitude. Gratitude to all those,
down to the diminutive drummer so valiantly bearing the Drummers’ Colour in that stiff northerly breeze,
who performed their part in that Pageant of Trooping the Colours, which whenever we, who have
passed into the ranks of the “Old Boys” witness it, we feel a lump of emotion in our throats, so strong
that some of us were grateful even for the strong wind that blew dust conveniently into our watering
eyes. Gratitude to our hosts for their splendid hospitality, and gratitude to the Fates which called us in
those bygone years to serve our King and Country in the old Regiment, the happy memories of which
are recalled to us by this yearly festival of St George.”

The Queen …
and the Royal
Regiment of
Fusiliers
Left: Queen Elizabeth II
reviews the Guard of Honour
provided by The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers during a
visit to Cramlington High School
in her Silver Jubilee year, 1977
Below: The Queen reviews the
6th Battalion, Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers at the 75th Anniversary
of the Territorial Army, York,
1983

There have been two recent additions to The
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers YouTube
channel which are well worth watching:
1RRF support to the NHS during the Covid
Outbreak https://youtu.be/bWm5GbQb3sU
C Company 2 RRF in Sangin – a casualty’s
story https://youtu.be/WcYhNv18S9s

Visit our website
www.northumberlandfusiliers.org.uk
Contact us
Email: fusnorthld@aol.com
Tel:
01665 602152
Find us
on Facebook & Instagram

