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Museum’s 50th Year at Alnwick Castle
Marching Orders: From Fenham Barracks to
Alnwick Castle 50 years ago
It's ironic to be celebrating the
Museum's 50th Anniversary at
Alnwick Castle while the
Museum, in common with all
museums, is closed for an
uncertain period. But sixty
years ago it looked as if the
Museum might close for good.
Lt Colonel Reggie Pratt, who was
Honorary Curator of the Museum
for twenty-five years, from 1960 to
1985, tells the story in a briefing
document he wrote when he
retired.
He explains that the Museum was established in the Regimental Depot at Fenham Barracks, in 1929. But
by 1960 it had become clear the Museum would have to leave the Barracks. 'All attempts to find a
permanent home in Newcastle having failed, the Duke of Northumberland was approached and kindly
made the Abbot’s Tower available at Alnwick Castle.' The Army Museums Ogilby Trust employed a
professional to design and install the displays, and the Museum opened at the Castle in 1970.
Behind the walls of a Regimental Depot is not an easy location for visitor access. However Colonel Pratt
writes that Alnwick Castle is 'a major attraction for visitors'; at the Museum 'Some 5,000 visitors are
expected during the year'. He would be astounded to know that in 2019 the Museum had 91,214 visitors, in
normal times a typical year.
But he has a warning: 'There is a danger that MOD funding might be withdrawn at some time in the future';
it was, finally, over thirty years later, in 2017. And he issues two orders: 'Tasks which require attention' are
Conservation ('much remains to be done') and Cataloguing; ever-present tasks for staff and volunteers then
and now.
He concludes: 'It is very much to be hoped that it would be possible to keep this valuable and historic
collection together and in its present location.' He would have been delighted to know that the museum is
celebrating its 50th Anniversary at Alnwick Castle.

Victory in Europe 8 May 1945 ≈ 75th Anniversary 8 May 2020
The subscriptions of Friends of the Museum last year paid for the creation and installation of a new
projection on the ground floor to mark the 75 th anniversary of D-Day and the Battle for Normandy.
The projection outlines the stories of the three battalions of the Royal Northumberland Fusiliers who landed
in Normandy in June 1944, with photos from the Museum's archives backed up by quotations from the diary
of Sgt TC Dixon, 7th Battalion.

Monty briefing No.1 Independent Machine Gun
Company, Royal Northumberland Fusiliers

From D-Day to VE-Day:
8th Battalion RNF’s journey

Sergeant AJ Wells, No. 6917628: “I joined the NF as replacement for losses at Dunkirk at Shepton
Mallet, shortly afterwards we changed to 3rd Reconnaissance Regt. I went to A Sqn, OC was Major Gill
who was wounded on D-Day serving as a Beach Master. I served with the regiment throughout the
war, and finished in Bremen when the war ended. I am now 92 years of age.”
Visitors’ book, 2007
Christine Howard, Ellesmere, Shropshire “Daughter of John Edgerton b 21/11/23 died 19/6/75; John
Edgerton served with the Northumberland Fusiliers in Italy (Monte Cassino) and Greece; unfortunately
because of his early death I don't know too much about his service except that Monte Cassino was
dreadful. I just wish my Dad had been able to see this wonderful museum. He so longed to visit
Monte Cassino in peacetime. I have been there for him.”

“Un grazie di cuore ai soldati inglesi per averci liberato dai nazisti', Italian visitor, 2006
('Thanks from the heart to English soldiers for having liberated us from the Nazis')
“We have a lot to thank all the silent voices of men and women dying for our freedom; nice and
historical memory of all those poor people” Norwegian visitor, 2008

Lock, stock and barrel
Thanks to funding received through the Small Grants Scheme run by Museum Development North
East (MDNE), volunteers were able to embark on a project to clean the museum’s collection of
firearms.
The MDNE small grant totalling £1,356.54 funded gun cleaning equipment and products; as well as expert
training for our volunteers by conservator, Karen Barker from Oxford Archaeology. The volunteers, most of
whom have served in the Army and have an extensive knowledge of firearms, were asked to turn up for
training with an open mind … this was weapons cleaning with a difference!
All the volunteers embraced the conservation techniques demonstrated by Karen and found the meticulous
cleaning methods “very therapeutic”. Never before had they used cocktail sticks and cotton buds to clean
their weapons – and not a drop of gun oil in sight! They used familiar equipment too; bore snakes, rifle
rods, jags and brushes to ensure that every part of each rifle and pistol is now dirt free. Our thanks go to
the volunteers for their dedication to this project.
Last year gun safes were purchased with the help of the Army Museums and Ogilby Trust.

Thank you to our Volunteers and thank you to our Friends
Your contributions allow us to undertake projects whether for the displays, the archives, conservation or
new initiatives. We value the encouragement your support gives to our volunteers, our staff, us all.

Please help us match our 50th Anniversary at Alnwick Castle with 50 Friends
If you are not already a Friend but would like to support us, at a challenging time for the museum, please
visit the support page of our website https://www.northumberlandfusiliers.org.uk/support/ to find out
how you can donate. If you are a UK taxpayer and are able to Gift Aid your donation please email the
Museum and Lesley will be pleased to post you a form.
If you prefer to telephone the museum to request a donations/Gift Aid form, Lesley is working from home
but visits the Museum one day per week – so do please leave your name and contact number on the
answering machine and she will contact you. Tel: 01665 602152.

Coming to a screen near you
As the Museum door is firmly closed to ‘actual’ visitors during this period of Coronavirus lockdown InfoAktiv Ltd has made it possible for us to welcome our ‘virtual’ visitors.
A virtual tour of the Museum has been available on the InfoAktiv touchscreen on the ground floor of the
museum since 2017 and has allowed visitors to visit upstairs while remaining downstairs. This is
particularly helpful for visitors who find the narrow spiral staircase a bit of a challenge.
We received an extremely generous offer from the InfoAktiv team who are converting the tour into a webfriendly format which will be available for viewing at the click of a button from the Museum website very
soon.
Virtual visitors will be able to move around the galleries and peruse the panels and cases at their leisure.
Please look out for it and have a go!

Virtual tour – screenshot. The main case displays some sporting trophies, including a boxing trophy

Sergeant J Jordan, 2009 “I trained the boxing team and with L/C Martin we produced nearly all
the champs for 1949 myself winning the middleweight title and represented the Army v Home
Fleet which we won; one of my dearest wishes was to visit the RNF Museum and at last after 60
years I've done it and enjoyed it.”
Visitors’ book, 2009

Do you know you can raise donations for the Fusiliers Museum of Northumberland every time you shop
online with easyfundraising? Over 4,000 retailers will give the Museum a donation every time you shop
and it’s completely FREE. This will help us continue to care for the collection and assist with running costs
for the museum. All you have to do is sign up and remember to go via the easyfundraising website to click
on the retailer you intend to shop with.
Please follow the link below or copy and paste it into your browser - Join our easyfundraising supporters
today.

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thefusiliersmuseumofnorthumberlandalnwick/?invite=n
dudbm&referral-campaign=s2s

From the archives:

Fusilier Association Gathering, Alnwick Castle, September 1995
The Museum office and archives are housed in the Falconer’s Tower which can be seen in the
background of this photograph.

Visit our website
www.northumberlandfusiliers.org.uk
Contact us
Email: fusnorthld@aol.com
Tel:
01665 602152

